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Chapter 6 
Historical Context

	Questions
	Answers

	What is the economic system and/or patronage system?
	Etruscans found wealth in fertile soil & abundance of metal ore, sailors & merchants, exploited resources in trade w/ Greeks &  other people of eastern Mediterranean; Etruscan patrons-families who built graves for deceased loved ones, priests & priestesses, & wealthy people; Romans-> built vast complex roads to trade, farmed, & mined copper, iron & other minerals ; Roman patrons-> emperors, senators, patricians

	What is the political structure or system?
	Etruscan society ruled by lineage of kings; Rome first started out as a Republic (oligarchy ruled by aristocrats & the Senate), then the Empire (ruled by dynasty of emperors & families like Julio-Claudians, Flavians, & Severans), then finally ruled by tetrarchs

	What major historical events happened and how did they influence the art of the period?
	Age of Augustus-> the growing greatness of the Roman empire, revival of Greek Classical ideals, old age character valued in portraits; Pax Romana-> lasted over 200 yrs, brought extended period of stability, domestic peace, & economic prosperity, arts flourished under this period, revival of Greek Classicism; Pompeii & Mt. Vesuvius eruption of 79 CE-> buried city & preserved it (learned a lot about Roman culture), showed the patricians spent their wealth, Pompeian red, wall paintings; Julio-Claudian Dynasty-> classicizing imperial portraiture w/ return to ideal of time-worn faces; Flavian Dynasty-> replaced Julio-Claudian fashion of classicizing imperial portraiture, depiction of old age, large-scale projects like Colosseum; Trajan & Hadrian-> huge large-scale building projects like markets & basilicas, imperial portraits = propaganda; Late Empire & Tetrarchs-> large scale projects to impress public

	What historical figures dominate the period and what impact did they have on the arts?
	Romulus & Remus-> Romans trace origin of city to them, emperors trace lineage back to them, integral part of Roman society & portrayed w/ she-wolf to depict Rome’s origins in art; Roman gods & goddesses-> subjects of many Roman art-pieces & honored in many temples built across the Roman empire; Augustus-> founded the Roman empire, under his reign, revival in Greek Classical ideals, built large scale publics  such as baths, theaters, stadiums, & racetracks; Julius Caesar-> 1st emperor to use coins as propaganda to spread image around; Trajan & Hadrian-> built & renovated temples, towns, basilicas. Used columns & temples as propaganda to spread image; Commodus-> portrayed himself as a god-like figure (propaganda); Constantine the Great-> sought to impress people of Rome w/ visible symbols of authority, commissioned statues & basilicas to be built in his honor; Caracalla & Severan Dynasty-> depict emperors in more militaristic style & try to impress people of Rome w/ large-scale projects (image & propaganda)

	What is the state of technology and what technological developments define the period? What influence did these changes have on the art of the time? Consider technique as well as subject matter.
	ROUND ARCH-> effective structure to displace weight downward along curving sides; aqueducts-> carried water across far distances to towns & Rome in Roman Empire, built on downward slope to carry water toward destination (gravity); Roman architecture orders-> Tuscan & Composite Orders; vaulting-> used to cover large open architectural spaces, series of connected arches; mosaics-> designs created w/ colored rocks or pebbles, copy paintings; concrete-> cheap, light, & easily transported, mixture of lime & stone, used to build large buildings; 

	What are the social values of the time? 
	Men- main heads of society; Women, slaves & children considered subordinates; State religion->religion worshipping the Roman gods & goddesses; mysteries cults & Christianity illegal until under Constantine the Great; Patricians & plebeians; Rome was like a democracy Republic in the beginning but feel to authoritarian imperial rule later on


List of Works

	Artist
	Work of Art
	Date
	Medium/ Location
	Style

	1.  
	Capitoline Wolf (Romulus & Remus Suckling from She-Wolf)
	5th century BCE; (baby figures added in 15th century CE)
	Bronze
	Etruscan

	2. 
	A Painter at Work
	1st century BCE-1st century CE
	Fresco; from House of Surgeon, Pompeii
	Roman

	3. 
	Porta Augusta
	3rd-2nd century BCE
	Perugia, Italy
	Etruscan

	4. 
	Etruscan Temple
	
	Mud-brick walls, wood, tufa
	Etruscan

	5. Master Sculptor Vulca (?)
	Apollo
	c. 510-500 BCE
	Painted terra cotta; Temple of Minerva, Portonaccio, Veii
	Etruscan

	6. 
	Façade of Library of Celsus, Ephesus
	135 CE
	Marble, Turkey
	Etruscan & Composite Order

	7. 
	Boys Climbing Rocks & Diving, Tomb of Hunting & Fishing, Tarquinia
	Late 6th century BCE
	Wall painting
	Etruscan

	8. 
	Dancers & Diners, Tomb of the Triclinium
	c. 480-470 BCE
	Tarquinia, Italy; Painted frieze
	Etruscan

	9. 
	Burial Chamber, Tomb of the Reliefs
	3rd century BCE
	Cerveteri, Italy; Stone
	Etruscan

	10. 
	Reclining Couple on a Sacrophagus from Cerveteri
	c. 520 BCE
	Terra cotta
	Etruscan

	11. 
	Married Couple (Larth Tetnies & Thanchvil Tarnai) Embracing
	c. 350-300 BCE
	Marble; lid of a sarcophagus
	Etruscan

	12. Novios Plautios
	The Ficoroni Cista
	350-300 BCE
	Bronze
	Etruscan

	13. 
	Head of a Man (Traditionally Known as “Brutus”)
	300 BCE
	Bronze, eyes of painted ivory
	Etruscan

	14. 
	Portrait Head of an Elder
	c. 80 BCE
	Marble; life-size
	Art under the Republic 

	15. 
	Aulus Metellus (The Orator)
	c. 80 BCE
	Bronze
	Art under the Republic

	16. 
	Patrician Carrying Portrait Busts of 2 Ancestors (Barberini Togatus)
	End of 1st century BCE or beginning of 1st century CE
	Marble 
	Art under the Republic

	17. 
	Pont du Gard
	Late 1st century BCE
	Stone; Nîmes, France
	Art under the Republic

	18. 
	Denarius w/ Portrait of Julius Caesar 
	44 BCE
	Silver
	Art under the Republic

	19. 
	Temple, Perhaps Dedicated to Portunus
	Late 2nd century BCE
	Marble;  Rome, Italy 


	Art under the Republic

	20. 
	Augustus of Primaporta
	Early 1st century CE (c. 20 BCE- original)
	Copy of bronze staute of c. 20 BCE original; Marble
	Age of Augustus

	21. 
	Ara Pacis Augustae (Altar of Augustan Peace)
	13-9 BCE
	Marble; Rome
	Age of Augustus

	22. 
	Imperial Procession
	13-9 BCE
	Marble; detail of a relief on SOUTH side of Ara Pacis
	Age of Augustus

	23. 
	Gemma Augustea
	Early 1st-century CE
	Onyx
	Julio-Claudian

	24. 
	Pompeii Ruins
	Destroyed 79 CE
	Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian 

	25. 
	House of Silver Wedding (Floor Plan)
	1st century CE
	Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian 

	26. 
	Peristyle Garden, House of Vettii
	Rebuilt 62-79 CE
	Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian 

	27. 
	House of Vettii Floor Plan
	Rebuilt 62-79 CE
	Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	28. 
	Wall Painting in the “Ixion Room”, House of the Vettii
	Rebuilt 62-79 CE
	Pompeii, Italy; Wall painting
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	29. 
	Cupids Making Perfume, Wall Painting in House of the Vettii
	Rebuilt 62-79 CE
	Wall painting; Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	30. 
	Villa of the Mysteries Floor Plan
	Early 2nd century BCE
	Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	31. 
	Initiation Rites of the Cult of Bacchus, Villa of the Mysteries
	c. 60-50 BCE
	Wall painting; Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	32. 
	Cityscape, House of Publius Fannius Synistor
	c. 50-30 BCE
	Detail of a wall painting from a bedroom; Boscoreale, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	33. 
	Still Life, House of the Stags (Cervi)
	Before 79 CE
	Detail of wall painting; Herculaneum
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	34. 
	Portrait of a Married Couple
	Mid-1st century CE
	Wall painting; Pompeii, Italy
	Julio-Claudian; Pompeian

	35.
	Arch of Titus
	c. 81 CE
	Concrete & white marble; Rome, Italy
	Flavian

	36.
	Spoils from the Temple of Solomon
	c. 81 CE
	Marble; relief in passageway of Arch of Titus 
	Flavian

	37.
	Flavian Amphitheater, Outer Wall
	70-80 CE
	Rome, Italy; Marble
	Flavian

	38.
	Young Flavian Woman
	c. 90 CE
	Marble 
	Flavian

	39.
	Middle-Aged Flavian Woman
	Late 1st century CE
	Marble
	Flavian

	40.
	Imperial Rome
	c. 324 CE
	Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan

	41.
	Trajan’s Forum & Market
	c. 110-113 CE
	Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan

	42.
	Basilica Ulpia
	c. 112 CE
	Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan

	43.
	Main Hall, Trajan’s Market
	100-112 CE
	Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan

	44.
	Column of Trajan
	113-116 or after 117 CE
	Marble; Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	45.
	Romans Crossing the Danube & Building a Fort
	113-116 or after 117 CE
	Marble; detail of LOWEST part of Column of Trajan; Rome, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	46.
	Pantheon
	c. 118-128 CE
	Marble; Rome, Italy


	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	47.
	Dome of the Pantheon
	125-128 CE
	Brick, concrete, marble veneer
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	48.
	Hadrian’s Villa
	c. 125-135 CE
	Tivoli, Italy 
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	49.
	The Canal (Reflecting Pool), Hadrian’s Villa
	c. 125-135 CE
	Tivoli, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	50.
	Battle of Centaurs & Wild Beasts from Hadrian’s Villa
	c. 125 CE
	Mosaic; Tivoli, Italy
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	51.
	Equestrian Statue of Marcus Aureluis
	c. 176 CE
	Bronze, originally gilded
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	52.
	The Unswept Floor
	2nd century CE
	Mosaic variant of a 2nd century BCE painting by Sosos of Pergamon
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	53.
	Commodus as Hercules
	c. 191-192 CE
	Marble
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	54.
	Sarcophagus w/ Indian Triumph of Dionysus
	c. 190 CE
	Marble
	High Imperial Art under Trajan & Hadrian

	55.
	Caracalla
	Early 3rd century CE
	Marble
	Severan Dynasty

	56.
	Baths of Caracalla
	c. 211-217 CE
	Brick, concrete, & mosaic & marble
	Severan Dynasty

	57.
	Portrait of a Tetrarch
	Early 4th century CE
	Porphyry
	Tetrarchic Rule 

	58.
	The Tetrarchs 
	c. 300 CE
	Porphyry
	Tetrarchic Rule

	59.
	Audience Hall of Constantius Chlorus (The Basilica)
	Early 4th century CE
	View of nave; brick; Trier, Germany
	Tetrarchic Rule

	60.
	Arch of Constantine
	312-315 CE
	Marble; Rome, Italy
	Art under Constantine the Great

	61.
	Hadrian/Constantine Hunting Boar & Sacrificing to Apollo; Constantine Addressing the Roman People in the Roman Forum 
	c. 130-138 CE
	Tondi made for monument to Hadrian & reused on Arch of Constantine; Marble
	Art under Constantine the Great

	62.
	Basilica of Maxentius & Constantine (Basilica Nova)
	306-313 CE
	Brick & concrete; Rome, Italy
	Art under Constantine the Great

	63.
	Constantine the Great
	325-326 CE
	Marble; Basilica of Maxentius & Constantine
	Art under Constantine the Great

	64.
	Mildenhall Platter
	Mid-4th century CE
	Silver; Mildenhall, England
	Roman Art after Constantine

	65.
	Priestess of Bacchus
	c. 390-401 CE
	Right panel diptych of Symmachus & Nicomachus; Ivory
	Roman Art after Constantine 


