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Historical Context

	Questions
	Answers

	What is the economic system and/or patronage system?
	Europe in the 15th century is a collection of strong nation-states, duchies, and kingdoms, i.e. Duchy of Burgundy, Kingdoms of France & England, etc. The Holy Roman Empire is now spilt into princedoms, republics, and duchies [Duchy of Bavaria, Luxembourg, Flanders, etc.] Flanders at the time is an extremely important textile & trading center. The dukes of Burgundy, French & English kings, and now wealthy merchant/nobility classes are the major patrons. The Church is also another patron during the 15th century

	What is the political structure or system?
	The collection of strong nation-states, duchies, kingdoms, princedoms, etc. are ruled by different types of gov’t i.e., monarchies, republics, oligarchic groups, etc. The dukes of Burgundy are the most powerful rulers in Europe, controlling the major fertile & wealthy countries of Burgundy, Flanders, Brabant, & Artois. Also, the Duke of Berry held an influential position. Kings and queens still rule in kingdoms like France and England. 

	What major historical events happened and how did they influence the art of the period?
	100 Yrs’ War- eliminates large portion of population, thereby leaving more wealth to be distributed over smaller population & increasing the # of patrons; War of the Roses-> English Civil war b/w Houses of York & Lancaster, leads to growth in more wealthier middle class, increasing # of patrons in England; Italian Wars b/w Italian city-states: start of Italian thinkers beginning to think about humanism & start of Renaissance; Early Renaissance-> explosion of learning & creativity, rise to prosperous middle class that supported scholarship, literature, & arts; 

	What historical figures dominate the period and what impact did they have on the arts?
	Johannes Gutenberg-> invented the printing press, allows for cheaper, & faster way printing books; Flemish School of Painters i.e: Jan van Eyck, Dirck Bouts, Rogier van der Weyden, Petrus Christus, Hans Memling etc.: introduced Flemish art-complex symbolism, intuitive perspective, luminous colors, surface textures, coherent configurations of atmospheric space, which leads to revolution in art world & sets the beginning of the Early/Northern Renaissance; 

	What is the state of technology and what technological developments define the period? What influence did these changes have on the art of the time? Consider technique as well as subject matter.
	Atmospheric perspective- distant elements appear increasingly indistinct & less colorful as they approach background, used in Flemish art & is a characteristic of Early/Northern Renaissance; Intuitive perspective- diminishing object’s scale as they recede into distance, used in Flemish art & characteristic; Oil medium- oil paint provided flexibility for painters to paint w/ detail & had luminous quality; Printing press- allowed for cheaper, faster production of books and other written material; Woodcuts- used repeatedly to print certain images & words, used in printing process of making books; 

	What are the social values of the time? 
	Men are still primary citizens of society and have the most rights; women and children are subservient to men. 


List of Works

	Artist
	Work of Art
	Date
	Medium
	Style

	1. Jan van Eyck
	Double Portrait of a Giovanni Arnolfini & His Wife
	1434
	Oil on wood panel
	Flemish School Painting

	2. Melchoir Broederlam
	Annunciation, Visitation, Presentation in the Temple, & Flight into Egypt
	1393-1399
	Oil on wood panel; exterior wings of altarpiece of Chartreuse de Champmol
	International Gothic Style

	3. Claus Sluter
	Well of Moses [Detail of Moses & David]
	1395-1406
	Limestone w/ traces of paint; Chartreuse de Champmol, Dijon, France
	Art for the French Ducal Court

	4. 
	Page w/ Thamyris
	1402
	Ink & tempera on vellum; Giovanni Boccaccio’s De Claris Mulieribus [Concerning Famous Women]
	French Ducal Court Manuscript Illumination

	5. Paul, Herman, & Jean Limbourg
	February, Life in the Country
	1411-1416
	Colors & ink on parchment; Très Riches Heures
	International Gothic Style

	6.  Paul, Herman, & Jean Limbourg
	January, The Duke of Berry at Table
	1411-1416
	Colors & ink on parchment; Très Riches Heures
	International Gothic Style

	7. Mary of Burgundy Painter
	Mary at Her Devotions
	Before 1482
	Colors & ink on parchment; Hours of Mary of Burgundy
	International Gothic Style

	8. 
	Unicorn is Found at the Fountain
	1495-1505
	Wool, silk, & silver-&-gilt-wrapped thread; Hunt of the Unicorn tapestry series
	French Ducal Court Textile

	9. 
	Cope of the Order of the Golden Fleece
	Mid-15th century 
	Cloth w/ gold & colored silk embroidery; Flemish
	Flemish Textile

	10. Workshop of Master of Flémalle
	Mérode Altarpiece [Triptych of the Annunciation]
	1425-1430s
	Oil on wood panel
	Flemish School of Painting

	11.  Workshop of Master of Flémalle
	A Flemish City
	1425-1430s
	Oil on wood panel; detail of right wing of Mérode Altarpiece
	Flemish School of Painting

	12. Jan van Eyck
	Man in a Red Turban
	1433
	Oil on wood panel
	Flemish School of Painting

	13. Jan van Eyck
	Detail of Mirror & Signature in Double Portrait of a Giovanni Arnolfini & His Wife
	1434
	Oil on wood panel
	Flemish School of Painting

	14. Jan & Hubert (?) van Eyck
	Annunciation w/ Donors [Ghent Altarpiece]
	Completed 1432
	Oil on panel; closed doors of Ghent Altarpiece
	Flemish School of Painting

	15. Jan & Hubert (?) van Eyck
	Adoration of the Mystic Lamb [Ghent Altarpiece]
	Completed 1432
	Oil on panel; open doors of Ghent Altarpiece
	Flemish School of Painting

	16. Rogier van der Weyden
	Deposition 
	Before 1443, possibly 1435-1438
	Oil on wood panel; altarpiece commissioned by Louvain crossbownmen’s guild, Belguim 
	Flemish School of Painting

	17. Rogier van der Weyden
	St. Luke Drawing the Virgin and Child
	1435-1440
	Oil & tempura on wood panel
	Flemish School of Painting

	18. Dirck Bouts
	Virgin & Child
	1455-1460
	Oil on wood panel; 
	2nd Generation Flemish School of Painting

	19.  Petrus Christus
	A Goldsmith in his Shop
	1449
	Oil on oak panel
	2nd Generation Flemish School of Painting

	20. Hugo van der Goes
	Portinari Altarpiece
	1474-1476
	Tempera & oil on wood panel
	2nd Generation Flemish School of Painting

	21.  Hans Memling
	Diptych of Maarten van Nieuwenhove
	1487
	Oil on wood panel
	2nd Generation Flemish School of Painting

	22.  Jean Fouquet
	Étienne Chevalier & St. Stephen, Virgin & Child
	1452-1455
	Oil on oak panel; Melun Diptych
	French-Flemish Variant Style

	23. Jean Hey [Master of Moulins]
	Portrait of Margaret of Austria
	1490
	Oil on wood panel
	French-Flemish Variant Style

	24. Pierre Robin
	Church of Saint-Maclou
	West façade: 1432-1451; facades: c. 1500-1514
	Rouen, Normandy, France
	Flamboyant Gothic Style

	25. 
	Interior Courtyard of Jacques Coeur House
	1443-1451
	Bourges, France
	Flamboyant Gothic Style

	26. Konrad Witz
	Miraculous Draft of Fishes
	1444
	Oil on wood panel; altarpiece for Cathedral of St. Pete, Geneva, Switzerland
	Switzerland-Flemish Variant Style

	27. Michael Pacher
	St. Wolfgang Altarpiece
	1471-1481
	Carved, painted, & gilded wood; wings- oil on wood panel; St. Wolfgang, Austria
	German-Flemish Variant Style

	28. 
	The Buxheim St. Christopher
	Mid-15th century
	Hand-colored woodcut
	Graphic Arts

	29. Martin Schongauer
	Demons Tormenting St. Anthony
	1480-1490
	Engraving
	Graphic Arts

	30. Michael Wolgemut, Wilhelm Pleydenwurff, & workshop
	The City of Nuremburg
	Published by Anton Koberger in 1493
	Woodcut w/in printed book, hand-colored after printing; Nuremburg Chronicle
	Printed Book; Graphic Arts


